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SUB J : CHARUNPHAN ON THAI/SOUTH VIETNAMESE RELATIONS 
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1. FOREIGN MINISTER CHARUNPHAN ITSARANGKUN NA AYUTTHAYA HELD 
A PRESS CONFERENCE MAY 13. FOLLOWING ARE EXTRACTS OF HIS 
COMMENTS FROM AN UNOFFICIAL USIS TRANSLATION ON THAI/ 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE RELATIONS. 

REPORTER: I HAVE HEARD THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
AMBASSADOR CAME TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS THIS 
MORNING (MAY 13). WERE TALKS HELD ON THE INCIDENT IN WHICH 
A THAI FISHERMAN WAS SHOT AND KILLED BY A SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
NAVY SHIP? 

CHARUNPHAN: THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE POLITICAL 
DEPARTMENT INVITED HIM TO COME HERE AND MEET HIM. IT 
WAS ONLY IN ORDER TO REQUEST THE AMBASSADOR TO SPEED UP 
MAKING CONTACT WITH HIS GOVERNMENT BECAUSE WE PRESENTED 
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A MEMOIRE TO HIM FOR HIS GOVERNMENT ON THIS INCIDENT 
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BEFORE I WENT TO INDONESIA. I SAW A NEWS REPORT TODAY 
WHICH SAID THAT A STATEMENT HAS BEEN MADE BY A SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE SPOKESMAN SAYING THAT HIS GOVERNMENT IS READY 
AND GLAD TO HOLD NEGOTIATIONS, THEREFORE THIS IS A 
REPORT THAT IS POSITIVE AND THAT IS GOOD, INDICATING 
THERE MIGHT BE A WAY FOR TALKS TO BE HELD. 

REPORTER: WHAT WAS DISCUSSED DURING THE MEETING 
HELD THIS MORNING? 

CHARUNPHAN: I HAVE NOT RECEIVED A REPORT OF THIS 
MEETING YET. ALL I KNOW IS THAT THE VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR 
WILL LEAVE FOR VIETNAM ON THURSDAY. WE HAVE REASSERTED 
OUR ATTITUDE IN ORDER TO BE CERTAIN THAT IT IS UNDERSTOOD, 

AND WE MOST PROBABLY WENT ON TO TALK OF A NEW INCIDENT 
WHICH HAS OCCURRED, IN WHICH ANOTHER FISHING BOAT 
WAS SEIZED ON MAY 3, A FISHING BOAT WHICH HAD A 13-MAN 
CREW. WE HAVE RECEIVED A REPORT ON THIS NEW INCIDENT FROM 
OUR EMBASSY ALREADY. THE NAME OF THE FISHING BOAT IS 
NOT KNOWN YET, BUT WE HAVE ITS NUMBER AND I WILL GIVE IT 
TO YOU LATER. 

WHAT IS OF IMPORTANCE, AS I SAID IN A FORMER PRESS 
CONFERENCE THE SAME DAY AFTER I HAD MET THE VIETNAMESE 
AMBASSADOR, AND AS I POINTED OUT TO THE PRESS, IS THAT 
OUR AIM IS TO FIND A WAY FOR A COMPROMISE TO BE REACHED 
THROUGH TALKS AND MUTUAL AGREEMENT. OUR PROPOSAL IS THAT 
THE BEST WAY WOULD BE TO SET UP A GROUP OF OFFICIALS, AT A 
LEVEL TO BE AGREED ON, TO HOLD MEETINGS AND CONSULTATIONS 
EITHER IN BANGKOK OR IN SAIGON, IN ORDER TO FIND A WAY 
FOR AGREEMENT TO BE REACHED. FINDING A WAY TO COMPROMISE 
AND REACH AGREEMENT IS THE BEST ALTERNATIVE FOR COUNTRIES 
WHICH ARE FRIENDS. IN REGARD TO THE NEWS REPORT THAT 
WE WILL SEND PATROL BOATS, OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT, MY VIEW 
IS SHOULD WE PLAN TAKING ANY ACTION THAT MIGHT LEAD TO 
FRICTION IT WOULD ADVERSELY AFFECT A WAY TO HOLD TALKS. 

REPORTER: WASN'T THE THAI FISHING BOAT SEIZED THE SAME DAY 
THAT YOU HANDED THE MEMOIRE TO THE VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR? 
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CHARUNPHAN: WHAT WAS THE DATE? IT WAS ON FRIDAY, MAY 
3, THAT I HANDED OVER THE NOTE. IT WAS THE SAME DAY, BUT 
THE INCIDENT OCCURRED EARLIER BECAUSE THAT FISHING BOAT 
AND ITS 13 MAN CREW WERE ARRESTED AT 3 A.M. ON MAY 3. 
ACCORDING TO OUR REPORT, OUR EMBASSY WAS INFORMED BY THE 
VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES THAT THEY HAD SEIZED THE FISHING 
BOAT WHILE IT WAS CATCHING FISH. THIS IS THE REPORT WE HAVE 
RECEIVED FROM OUR EMBASSY, AND THIS INCIDENT OCCURRED ON 
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MAY 3, SEVERAL DAYS AGO. THIS FISHING BOAT WAS SEIZED 
AT 3 A.M. AND ITS NUMBER IS 134877. THE VIETNAMESE 
AUTHORITIES WERE MOST PROBABLY NOT ABLE TO READ ITS NAME 
AND COULD ONLY READ THIS NUMBER, THUS BEING THE REASON 
WHY THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO GIVE US THE NAME OF THE BOAT. 

THEY SAID THEY SEIZED THE BOAT 21 MILES FROM PAN GANG 
ISLAND AND THEY SEIZED IT WHILE IT WAS IN THE ACT OF 
CATCHING FISH. THEY TOOK THE BOAT AND IT IS BEING KEPT 
IN PHU QUOC ISLAND. THIS WAS THE REPORT SENT BY OUR 
EMBASSY ON MAY 7, SAYING THERE HAD BEEN NO OPPORTUNITY 
YET TO SEND AN OFFICIAL TO GO AND VISIT OUR FISHERMEN. 

SINCE THIS NEW INCIDENT IN WHICH THIS FISHING BOAT WAS 
SEIZED OCCURRED BEFORE WE HANDED OVER OUR NOTE, IT COULD 
NOT THEREFORE BE SAID THAT A VIOLENT MEASURE WAS TAKEN 
SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH OUR HANDING OVER OF THE NOTE. WE ARE 
WAITING FOR A REPLY NOW, AND THE AMBASSADOR IS GOING TO 
REPORT IN PERSON BECAUSE I HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN TO HIM AND 
INDICATED THAT THERE IS A WAY BY WHICH TO REACH COMPROMISE. 

REPORTER: WHOSE AMBASSADOR, SIR? 

CHARUNPHAN: NOT OURS. KHUN SUB AN HAS BEEN GIVEN 
INSTRUCTIONS ALSO. BUT I TALKED WITH THE AMBASSADOR BEFORE 
I WENT TO INDONESIA ON MAY 9. WHEN I SPOKE WITH HIM ON 
MAY 3 I PROPOSED FOR NEGOTIATIONS TO BE HELD. WE ARE 
WAITING FOR A REPLY NOW. SHOULD A FORMAL REPLY BE MADE 
ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL TO FIND A WAY TO HOLD TALKS, WE WOULD 
THEN HOLD CONSULTATIONS ON WHERE TO HOLD MEETINGS AND AT WHAT 
LEVEL FOR THE TALKS TO BE. 

2. COMMENT: THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE "BANGKOK POST” CARRIED 
AN ARTICLE MAY 23 STATING THAT THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 
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FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. PHAEN WANNAMETHI, WILL HEAD A THAI DELE- 
GATION GOING TO SAIGON THE WEEK OF MAY 27. THE DELEGATION 
WILL HOLD TALKS WITH THE GVN OVER THE DISPUTED FISHING ZONE. 
PHAEN WAS THE NUMBER TWO MAN IN THE THAI EMBASSY IN SAIGON 
IN THE LATE 50'S AND IS NOW THE RANKING CAREER OFFICIAL IN THE 
MINISTRY. 

MASTERS 
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